
 

 

Community prescription collection 
 
The scheme is currently in it’s 5th week. Initial teething problems are beginning to smooth 
out. 
 
Both Empingham and Uppingham surgeries operate 4 week prescription repeats which 
means that I am able to forecast and remind people that their prescription is due.  This 
also enables me to email Empingham with a list of prescriptions to be collected at the 
times set by them. (Wednesday and Friday 3.30pm). If possible I try to link the pick up with 
someone (less vulnerable), who is collecting their own prescription. Uppingham pharmacy 
involves less ‘red tape’ 
 
Oakham Practice has now joined in with the scheme but this can involve pick ups from the 
3 different pharmacies in Oakham. I am only just beginning to receive requests for 
Oakham. Once again people are offering to pick up when they are going into Oakham for a 
shopping trip. 
 
I have a list of 12 volunteers who are willing to do prescription collections and i am trying to 
share them out so that no one person has to do more than necessary. I am covering the 
Empingham pick ups myself as this is where most problems have occurred in the past. 
 
One hiccup is that the pipeline of medications to the pharmacies can be delayed or the 
prescribed drugs are no longer available. This can then involve telephone conversations 
with the surgeries/pharmacies and a second visit to collect the rest of the prescription. 
 
I have been contacted by Rose Pusch from RCC offering help with the scheme or with 
anything else we might need in the village. She seemed to be impressed with the 
community support set-up that Kathy Reynolds and Anne Cowan have put in place, 
especially the fact that we make an effort to contact people who are not on the email 
system via our hard copy newsletter. 
 
Ruth Blinch 
Organiser -Community Prescription Collection Scheme 


