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Good evening.  Welcome everybody to the annual meeting of Manton Parish.
This is in fact the first meeting for two years as the last one was cancelled
because of Covid.  In my review I will therefore cover, to some extent, the events
of the previous two years.

The first thing I'd like to do is welcome Lawrence Webster, our Parish Clerk, who
joined early in 2020 but has not yet attended a physical meeting of the council.
His first scheduled meeting was cancelled on the day it was supposed to take
place because of the Covid situation.

I also have to record the sad news that a long-standing member of the council
has recently died.  Terry Helsdon was a member of the council for many years
and was actively involved in many aspects of looking after the infrastructure of
the village including the parish wood, the playground and cemetery.  He fell ill at
the end of 2019, had surgery during 2020  but he resigned in November 2020
and sadly died in March this year. We send our condolences to Marion his wife
and thank him for all the time he spent and work he did for the village.

During the two years since Spring 2019 a number of people have joined the
council and some have left.
Salvador Valiente joined the council in May 2019 but left in November 2019
owing to other commitments.
Kathy Reynolds joined in May 2019 and left in April 2020 owing to commitments
relating to a number of health policy related organisations.
Sue Hickey and John Reeve joined during 2020 and are still here!
We currently have one vacancy on the council and are seeking to co-opt
someone to fill the place.  If anybody is interested in this role there are details on
the parish website or you can speak to me or any of the other councillors to find
out more about it.

Since the parish meeting in 2019 many things have happened!  The council
unfortunately ran into early administrative difficulties because our parish clerk
had illness problems leading to her resignation in October 2019.  I'd like to thank
Richard Camp for volunteering to step into the role of parish clerk temporarily
until we recruited a the replacement and putting in many hours sorting out the
documents and accounting records we were given by our previous clerk.  I'd also
like to thank Richard and Ruth Blinch for serving with me on the personnel
committee to work on the process of recruiting a replacement which resulting in
Lawrence joining MPC.  This was achieved towards the end of 2019 and we
thought we were returning to a steady state in early 2020 when Covid struck and
presented a whole new set of challenges.



The response in Manton to Covid was brilliant and very much a community-led
effort involving many people who volunteered to provide support to fellow
residents.  It would not be possible for me to mention everybody who was
involved, particularly during the first lockdown, but I should mention the initial
effort by Anne Cowan, Ruth Blinch and Kathy Reynolds to ensure that a
volunteer was available to support each part of the village to provide, or find,
support and ensure that nobody was forgotten.  From my liaison with other
parishes it seemed to me that Manton had been very quick off the mark in getting
this sort of support in place.

Ruth co-ordinated a prescription collection service again involving a number of
volunteers who spent time queuing, sometimes for lengthy periods, at
pharmacies to collect prescriptions for people particularly needing to avoid
external contact and to reduce footfall at the pharmacies. Thank you to
everybody involved.

Kathy Reynolds started a newsletter giving advice on changes in regulations,
availability of support and sources of further information.  Sue Hickey took this on
when Kathy left council.  Thanks to both of you.

The parish council reacted as best we could to rapidly changing, and sometimes
conflicting, advice from Rutland county council and from central government.  I
attended a weekly meeting chaired by RCC at which guidance and
interpretations were passed on.  One day we were told that on no account must
the cemetery be open except to the funeral party during a burial,  a couple of
days later we were told that on no account should be the cemetery be closed
because it must be available at all times for private contemplation.  We tried hard
to keep up!

The playground had to be closed because of the risk of person-to-person
transmission or by contact with the apparatus. This was difficult for many people
with children who needed space to use up their energy and we were very
pleased when we were eventually allowed to reopen.

As far as particular village matters are concerned a number spring to mind:

St George’s Barracks
St George’s Barracks was in most peoples minds. Richard camp spent an
enormous amount of time working on a response to the proposed St Georges
development and the revision to the local plan incorporating those proposals. He
then spent a further significant period reviewing the documents published by
RCC following the consultation period.  He also took some advice from a
planning consultant in finalising the response before its delivery. Many thanks to
Richard for his enormous commitment of time and energy to this matter.



Cemetery Lane Camping and Caravan site
Another planning matter of great significance to the village is the attempt to gain
a certificate of lawful development to use the camping and caravan site in
Cemetery Lane for up to 50 static caravans possibly to be used residentially. In
formulating our objections the parish council sought legal advice on two
occasions, collected around a hundred signatures on a petition and many
residents have lodged objections individually.  RCC has refused the certificate on
both occasions and the matter has now been taken to appeal to be heard on the
18th of May via Microsoft Teams.  I will be speaking at the appeal and I hope that
the inspector will follow RCC's example and refuse the application.  Anyone can
register to observe and maybe a large local audience will help to concentrate the
inspector’s mind on the significant difference between the planning permission
granted and the use now proposed.

Cemetery
We commissioned a review of the trees in the cemetery in 2019 that
recommended a significant amount of work to address the health of the trees and
safety issues.  The most urgent work was undertaken in 2019 with the remainder
in 2020/21.  The cost was around £3000 and further work as a result of storm
damage was required this year costing another £600.

Parish Wood
The paths in the parish wood had become overgrown and further storms had
damaged a number of trees raising safety issues.  Richard found a local
contractor to work on making the wood is safe and accessible and a number of
local residents including Peter and Rosemary Gooding and Chris removed
broken branches and removed debris before the contractor commenced his
work.  Thank you very much for those efforts.

Playground
During the year we had become aware that the loose bark surface in the play
area was not of the depth recommended to ensure safety.  We were therefore
obliged to close the playground.  Sue Hickey arranged for quotes for the renewal
of the surface. Some were eye-wateringly high but even the lowest was beyond
our budget.  We had set about seeking Grant's from sponsors and charitable
bodies to fund or part-fund the work but at that point we found that we had
become eligible for one of the Covid grants from RCC for a sum of £10,000. This
did not relate specifically to the playground but could be used for any authorised
purpose in the village. The amount required for the playground was around
£4000 so the PC decided that we should go ahead and use part of the grant to
resolve the playground issue which had been around for some time.  The work
was completed in September and the playground fully re-opened.  John Reeve
undertakes a weekly inspection of the condition and safety of the surface and
equipment.  Thanks to Sue and John and to a number of people who have spent
time clearing weeds from the play area.



Allotments
In 2019 we had a number of vacant allotments but in 2020, probably because of
the lockdown, demand rose.  We now have only one half allotment (which could
be let as 2 quarters) available. If anybody is interested please contact Lawrence
or Ruth.

Financial position
As far as the financial position of the council is concerned we have drew on our
reserves in 2019/20 and would have done again in 2020/21 had it not been for
the £10,000 Covid grant (even if we had not resurfaced the playground).   We are
adjusting to RCC handing financial responsibility for a number of matters to the
Parishes.  The most significant is the Cemetery that carries with it a maintenance
commitment particularly as a result of the number of trees and the need to keep
the grass at a suitable height.  We have also concluded that we need to make
provision for taking legal advice particularly in the case of contentious planning
matters.  The Council’s conclusion was, therefore, that we must set a precept
that came closer to covering the expenditure which we are likely to incur and to
maintain our reserves at an appropriate level.  We have a small buffer as a result
of the “windfall” Covid grant but we have taken the decision that we must raise
raised the precept  to £13,000 for 2021/22.

That’s all from me.  I know there will be many people that I have not thanked
individually so let me say thank you to everybody who has contributed to the
village and its residents over the last two years.

Roger Hornby
Chairman
6 May 2021


